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Memos on Hoover's 
Concern With Press 

viiMungton 

FBI doeumentws released yesterday show that the 
:atp FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, was extremely 
<•» aiterned about news coverage of the investigation of 
’he Ktmnedy assassination. 

s Hoover s concern was reflected in efforts iq swav 
^fiWtal opinion and efforts to find unnamed sources 
iu news stories. 

The FBI documents, which relate to the bureau s 
investigation of the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy, revealed that Hcover made an effort to 
persuade the Washington post not to run an editorial 
and that the FBI thought its “many friends” m tlu> 
lifHvs media could be used to put the agency In the best 

or to attack its enemies. 

Many contacts between journalists and the FBI are 
detailed in the 40,001 pages of documents from 
newsmen providing tips to the FBI to the FBI probing 
lor a Journalist's sources. 

1 thought no one knew tins outside of FBI, 
Hoover wrote on a copy of one news story dated Dec. 3, 

* Certainly someone 1 a doing too much talking.” 

Hoover said In a memo three days after the 
issasbination that President Lyndon B. Johnson was 
upset by a possible Washington Post editorial railing 
f W a presidential commission to investigate the 
Kennedy assassination. 

He asked if I could dissuade the Post from 
rrymg the editorial and 1 tokl him, frankly, that I 
t Worn read the paper, but would get word as to what is 
being done, * the Hoover memo said. 

But in another memo, written later the same day, 
Hoover said a conversation revealed that Russell 
Wiggins, editor of the Post, had refused to make a 
commitment that the newspaper woukt not run such an 
editoriaL . (t 

The next day. the Post ran an editorial calling for a 
full federal inquiry into the assassination, but did not 
specif ically mention h presidential commission. 

In another memo, FBI official C. D. DeLoach 
suggested that a response could be made tc an 
unfavorable column oy the late Drew Pearson, winch 
suggested the FBI should have kept tabs on Oswald 

during Kennedy’s vjbit 

Many of our new* media friends have called me 
amt to • men m rhis office today concerning Pears* .urn 
•mjust ind untouudt-d -einarks. These men offered to 
nil! *tak * Pearson apart If we will just just give 
Hitsm lie gc iheaiL They have volunteered to start an 
*ff* ’ campaign ..gainst Pearson for his attack on 
the FBI the memo .'.aid. 
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